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The European Union's humanitarian role has 
developed substantially over the past decade 
and is now an important aspect of its exter- 
nal policy It  is coordinated and organised by 
the  EU's  Humanitarian Aid  Office (ECHO) 
with its remit of providing effective humani- 
tarian aid to the victims of natural disasters 
and armed confiicts. ECHO is now the worlds 
largest donor of humanitarian aid. 
The  assistance  from  ECHO  is  channelled 
through its partners - United Nations agen- 
cies,  over  170 non-governmental  organisa- 
tions  such  as  Oxfam  and  Mddecins  Sans 
Frontieres, as well as other international bod- 
ies. Since 1992, it  has signed over 7 000 individual aid contracts with a value of almost 5 billion euro, 
funding humanitarian assistance in more than 85 countries. The aid is non-discriminatory and is intend- 
ed  to go direct& to those in distress irrespective of their race, gendq religious or political convictions. It 
may include essential supplies, hod, medical equipment and medicines and services such as medical aid, 
water purification  teams and logistiwl support. 
ECHO  evaluates needs  for humanitarian  operations and monitors the implementation of the projects 
themsehtes. It promotes and coordinates disaster prmntion measures by  training specialists, strength- 
ening institutions and running pilot micmprojeci3. It finances landmine clearance schemes. ECHO also 
supports public awareness and information campaigns aimed at increasing understanding of humani- 
tarian issues. 
As  emergency aid must be linked to longer-term reconstruction, ECHO3 policy is to reduce vulnerabi/ity 
and encourage self-sufficiency among those receiving humanitarian aid so  they do not become depen- 
dent on it. To  that end, it  helps set up  suitable longer-term strategies. The  European Union and the world 
EU  enlargement: a historic opportunity 
Enlargement  offers  the  unique 
opportunity of ending the artificial 
divide which has split the European 
continent  into two for  most of the 
past 60  years. Not only will individu- 
als be able to move, study and work 
freely across frontiers, but businesses 
and economies  in central and east- 
ern  Europe  should  prosper  as  a 
market-based  economy  takes  root. 
Europe as  a whole will also  benefit 
economically and politically with the 
creation of a domestic market of 500 
million people. 
The EU  has already experienced four 
separate  enl'argements  (in  1973, 
1981,  1986  and  1995)  as  it  has 
grown from six to 15  members. But 
with  13  candidate countries  in the 
wings stretching from Estonia in the 
north to Turkey in the south, this is 
easily  the  most  ambitious.  The 
preparations that have to be made 
by both existing and potential mem- 
bers  to meet such  a  challenge  are 
huge. To  take just  purely economic 
considerations, the CDP per head in 
purchasing  power  standards  as  a 
percentage  of  existing  EU  levels 
ranges  from  79 010  in  Cyprus  and 
68  010  in  Slovenia  to  23  010  in 
Bulgaria and 27 % in Latvia. 
Internally,  the  EU  has to adapt  its 
own  policies,  finances  and  pro- 
cedures to prepare for a Union of 20 
or more countries. The first two chal- 
lenges were met at  the EU summit in 
Berlin  in  March  1999  when  bud- 
getary ceilings were,set for all areas 
of EU  spending  up to 2006. These 
were  accompanied by wide-ranging 
reforms to regional, social and agri- 
cultural  expenditure.  Decision-mak- 
ing  procedures  are  also  being 
streamlined.  In  addition,  the 
Commission is  coordinating various 
information campaigns to inform the 
public of the implications of  enlarge- 
ment. 
The EU summit in  March 1999 made 
some  22  billion  euro  available  for 
pre-accession support between 2000 
and 2006 -  double the amount allo- 
cated during the 1990s. In addition, 
the Union's budget will be ready for 
the  first  accessions  from  2002 
onwards with some  57 billion euro 
specifically  earmarked  for  new 
Member States  between  2002 and 
2006. 
No date  has  been  set for the  next 
enlargement,  but  the  Union  has 
committed itself to be in a position, 
both institutionally and politically, to 
welcome  new  members  from  the 
start of 2003 -  provided they have 
met all the accession requirements.                                                        19                                                       20Asia 
China  has  undergone  dramatic 
changes since it opened  up to the 
outside world in 1978, evolving from 
an inward-looking centrally  planned 
economy  to  a  market  driven  one 
engaged in global commerce. During 
the  past  two  decades,  EU-China 
trade  increased  more than  20 fold 
and  was  worth  70 billion  euro  in 
1999.  China  is  the  Union's  third 
largest  non-European trading  part- 
ner  after  the  United  States  and 
Japan and the  EU  is China's  fourth 
largest source  of imports.  In 1999, 
the  Union  became the  largest  for- 
eign  direct  investor  in the  country, 
excluding  Hong Kong, with 4.5 bil- 
lion eliro. 
The  Union  has  been a  strong  sup- 
porter of Chinese membership of the 
World  Trade  Organisation  and  has 
worked  closely  with  the  United 
States to help  bring this about.  In 
summer 2000, the two parties com- 
pleted their lengthy bilateral negoti. 
ations  on  China's  accession  to the. 
WTO.  The  agreement  will  give  a 
major  boost  to  trade  between  the 
two. 
Under  the  terms  of the  EU-China 
WTO  accession  agreement,  China 
agreed to substantial reductions on 
import tariffs  for  over  150 leading 
European  exports,  ranging  from 
machinery to wines and spirits. The 
accord  will  make  it  easier  for 
European  distributors  and  compa- 
nies to operate in China and restric- 
tions which used to apply to a num- 
ber of service sectors and professions 
such as bankers and lawyers will also 
be relaxed. 
Although devoting considerable time 
and resources to China, the Union is 
keen to deepen its contacts with the 
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whole  continent.  This  may be done 
on a multilateral  basis -  a process 
begun  with  the  first  'Asia-Europe 
meeting'  in Bangkok  in 1996 -  or 
via  ASEAN,  the  EU's  fourth  largest 
trading partner, or bilaterally. 
Relations with Asia's  second  largest 
nation -  India -  are also moving up 
a  gear  as  they  broaden  from  dia- 
logue  and  cooperation  to partner- 
ship.  That shift was  epitomised  by 
major  initiatives  in  2000.  These 
included the first  EU-India  Summit 
and wider contacts between officials, 
policy-makers,  opinion  formers  and 
civil society. 
This  is  in addition to the, extensive 
commercial  contacts  which  already Other information on the European Union 
lnformation in all the official languages of the European Union is available on the Internet. 
It can be accessed through the Europa server (europa.eu.int). 
EUROPE DIRECT is a freephone service to help you find answers to your questions about the 
European Union and to provide information about your rights and opportunities as an EU  citizen: 
1800 55 31 88  (Ireland) 
0800 58 15 91 (United Kingdom). 
lnformation and publications in English on the European Union can be obtained from: 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
REPRESENTATIONS 
Representation in lreland 
18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2 
Tel. (353-1) 662 51  13 
Representation in the United Kingdom 
Jean Monnet House, 8 Storey's Gate, 
London SW1 P  AT 
Tel. (44-20) 79 73 19 92 
Internet: www.cec.org.uk 
Representation in Wales 
4 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CFl 9SC 
Tel. (44-29) 20  37 16 31 
Representation in Scotland 
9 Alva Street, Edinburgh EH2 4PH 
Tel. (44-131) 225 20  58 
Representation in Northern lr~land 
Windsor House, 9/15  Bedford Street, 
Belfast BT2 7EG 
Tel. (44-28) 90  24 07 08 
Information services in the USA 
2300 M Street, NW,  Suite 707, 
Washington DC 20037 
Tel. (1  -202) 862 95 00 
305 East 47th Street, 
3 Dag Hammarskjijld Plaza, 
New York,  NY 10017 
Tel. (1  -212) 371 38  04 
Internet: www.eurunion.org 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
OFFICES 
Office in Ireland 
European Union House, 
43 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2 
Tel. (353-1) 605 79 00 
Fax: (353-1) 605 79  99 
E-mail: EPDublin@europarl.eu.int 
Internet: www.europarl.eu.int 
United Kingdom Office 
2 Queen Anne's  Gate, London SW1 H 9AA 
Tel. (44-201  72 27 43 00 
Fax: (44-20) 72 27 43 02 
E-mail: EPLondon@europarl.eu.int 
Internet: www.europarl.eu.int/uk 
Office in Scotland 
9 Alva Street, Edinburgh EH2 4PH 
Tel. (44-131) 225 20 58 
Fax: (44-131) 226 41 05 
E-mail: EPedinburgh@europarl.eu.int 
Internet: www.europarl.eu,int/uk 
European Commission and  Parliament representations and offices exist in all the countries of the 
European Union. The European Commission also has delegations in other parts of the world. 